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The June 7 editorial "Buried Code" questioned 
the wisdom of a federal requirement for higher 
energy efficiency standards for new buildings, 
one of the efficiency measures in the Waxman-
Markey climate-change bill before Congress. It 
shouldn't have. As the lead member for energy 
and the environment on the Montgomery County 
Council, I think this is one "matter of local 
concern," as the editorial put it, that should be 
federalized.  

Fully two-thirds of the Washington area's greenhouse gas emissions come from buildings. We no more 
need to set different efficiency standards for buildings at the local level than we need to set different fuel 
economy standards for cars at the local level. Regrettably, the editorial ignored the fact that the building 
industry controls the process of setting efficiency standards, which is why the voluntary standards are so 
pathetic. Moreover, the editorial glossed over the fact that the bill doesn't even establish a mandate: It 
requires state governments that want federal dollars for energy efficiency efforts to have picked the low-
hanging fruit first. That is hardly unreasonable.  

Finally, the editorial asked why a mandate is necessary in a cap-and-trade, market-oriented approach to 
reducing greenhouse gases. The reality is that we need every tool, including a mix of mandates and 
market measures, if we are to have any hope of saving our planet.  
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The June 7 editorial "Buried Code" ignored a key fact and made a crucial mistake in economics.  

The overlooked fact is that the federal government began requiring states to adopt energy efficiency 
codes for commercial buildings in the 1992 Energy Policy Act. The House energy bill would not 
"reshape America's economy in dozens of ways that many don't realize" but would simply build on 
processes already in place. More than 40 states enforce energy codes. This bill will simply require them 
to be more effective. 
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The error of economics was in discussing cap-and-trade as if it were the only or the best market 
mechanism. Complementary policies such as building codes and standards, along with financial 
incentives for energy efficiency, as this bill would provide, offer the most effective way of meeting a 
cap at the lowest cost. These policies could reduce or eliminate the possibility that the cost of emissions 
permits will lead to higher energy prices, and they could cut electricity bills by reducing consumption. 

 
This is what every jurisdiction that has adopted a cap-and-trade approach -- from the European Union to 
Japan to California -- has understood. With these policies in place, America can meet its climate goals, 
recover from recession and grow economically.  

DAVID GOLDSTEIN  

Energy Program Co-Director  

Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

San Francisco  

© 2009 The Washington Post Company 
Ads by Google 

 

View all comments that have been posted about this article. 

Comments that include profanity or personal attacks or other inappropriate comments or material will be removed from the site. 
Additionally, entries that are unsigned or contain "signatures" by someone other than the actual author will be removed. Finally, we 
will take steps to block users who violate any of our posting standards, terms of use or privacy policies or any other policies 
governing this site. Please review the full rules

 

governing commentaries and discussions. You are fully responsible for the content 
that you post. 

Post a Comment

Metal Buildings On Sale

 

All Metal Buildings - Big Discounts Request Your Custom Quote Now! 
www.freedomsteel.com 

3M Window Film - Prestige

 

Saves money, reduces heat and improves comfort. Free estimates. 
www.3M.com/prestige 

Home Energy Audit

 

Your First Step to More Comfort, Lower Bills. Very Cost Effective! 
www.Senergymd.com 
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